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＋ H E ſerefion of ſo conſiderable a 
part of the Britiſh Empire, as now con- 


ſtitutes the United States, and the general 


- acknowledgment of their independance by 


the powers of Europe, muſt point out a 
very important zra in the kiſtory of man- 
kind. | 


The cauſes that led to this great revolu- 
tion, and the operations that inſured its 


= ſucceſs, will hereafter afford abundant 
matter for the pen of ſome able hiſtorian, 
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1 be immediate effects that it muſt har 


on the Syſtem of European Politics, form : 


a very ſerious ſubject of preſent enquiry 
aud contemplation; eſpecially, as nations 
begin to be convinced of the futility of 


becoming great by conqueſt, and more 


I. 


inclined to abandon the cruel ſyſtem of 
war, in order effectually to enrich them- 


ſelves by purſuing the 1 line of b 
commerce. „„ 5 


The United States, Kkwkitng through 
uch a variety of climates, abounding in 
ſuch various productions, and affording 
ſuch. a vaſt field for the conſumption of 
* manufactures, muſt naturally 


have a very intimate and active commerce | 
with the different States of e 1 : 


From 8 circumſtances, x pe- 
ern favorable to Great Britain, „ no na- 
tion 


tion poſſeſſes opportunities of ſo effectu- | 

ally promoting this connection; and from : 

her dependence an commerce, for the ſup- | 

port of her power and importance, no na- þ 

: tion is ſo pointedly intereſted i in the i „ | 

1 provement of theſc advantages. | 1 
3 


she has Xe brought her affairs to 


. „ö e 


the brink of ruin, from continuing too / 


long a flave to impoſture and deluſion. 8 Tt | 
is time to recover her from her lethargy; 5 


this perhaps may prove a difficult taſk, as 
ignorant and intereſted writers are ſtill en- 
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deavouring to impoſe their ill -digeſted and 
pernicious ſyſtems on the public mind, 
| and to impreſs ſentiments, which, if adopt- 
ed into the politics of this country, | 
would be entirely ſubverſive of a commer- 
cial connection betwixt Great Britain and 
the United States of America. 
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1 ſhall ſubmit my opinions on 0 hls a” : 
i to, your conſideration, and have little | 
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doubt of a coincidence of ſentiment. _ 
WIC ook remember that after 1 con- 
1 cluſion of the war, 2 Bill was introduced 
into the Houſe of Commons, by Mr. Pitt, 
(chen Chancellor of the Exchequer) in 
order to ſerve as a temporary regulation 
for the trade of the United States. In 
(paſs conformity with the ſpirit of this 
Bill, it Was expected a permanent con- 
1 nection betwixt the two Countries, would 
be formed by treaty; it had i in view a 51 

tem of Uberal intercourſe, and was receĩv- 
ed in America with univerſal. approba- 
dien, as the harbinger of returning ak. 
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Under A Law e . ns Bri- 
tain would perſevere i in the line of con- 
duct, 


» 


e 
duct, that this Bill preſeribed, the United 


States opened all their ports to Britiſh 
ſhipping, and received them, without any 


other reſtriftions than thoſe, which veſ- | 
ſels ne to their own Fiala were | 
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A change of miniſtry ſoon after tooæ 


place, and likewiſe a change of meaſures ; 
the advocates for the American war com- 


; poſed a part of it 5 the effects were ſoon 
viſible; a Proclamation, virtually re- 


ſtraining all intercourſe betwixt the Uni- 


ted States and the Weſt Indies, except in 


Britiſh ſhipping, made its oye” , 
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This meaſure was in Hy gin im- 


politic and unwiſe, as it was natural to 
imagine that it would make unfavorable 
impreſſions i in regard to the views of Great 
Britain, that would remain long, and af- 

fect 


i es ont Le 4-44 5; 


e 5 

fert deeply; and Werl have a W 
0 Conrigee che United States that the 
fame 1 ſtem of infatuated. councils, that ; 

ſevered the two countries aſunder, till had | 
an aſcendency in the Britiſn Cabinet, and 
was likely to continue an inſuperable bar- 
rier to a free and unreſtrained connection. 23 
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Much about the ſame time Lord Shef- 
Much about the ſame time Lord Shef. 


| Held publitiod «pamphlet, which was in 


tended to juſtify the prudent, precaution | 
of ſuch-meaſures, as eſſentially neceflary to 
the future wealth and power of Great Bri- 

ttain; it is ſaid to have had a ve y ſerious 5 
effect on the minds of the people in Eng- 
land, the majority of whom, as in all 
countries, are more prone to receive the 
opinions of others, than be at the trouble 


* forming arguments for themſelves, 5 
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© However, it will not be difficult. to 
_ prove, that his | reaſoning is ex tremely 


flimſy and fallacious; entirely remote 


from the principles of commercial legi- 
lation, and ſupported on a e of ac 


knowled _ error. 


7 Previous to entering on a refutation of 


his doctrine, it will be neceſſary to pre- : 


- miſe ſome: be reflections, on the advan- 


tages that the Weſt India Iſlands will de- 


rive, from being indulged in an inter- 
- courſe with the United States, from, 
| which the adoption of Lord Sheffield's 
+ ſyſtem would entirely exclude them. 

Ĩ he ſoil, the climate, and conſequent- 
ty the productions of the United States, 
are ſo various, that they can furniſh al- 
moſt every article that the wants and con- 


a veniences of the iſlands can require; and 
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Feth circumſtances of Jocal f geen 

apply them more 

| peditiouſly on better terms, and leſs ſub- 

5 anti gencies, than they can be ; 
Procu red from Europe; inſomuch, that ' 
the Welt India Planters have. always CY 


nnn more ex- 


# garded a commercial connection with the 
United States as eſſential to the well- be- 
ing and improvement of the iſlands, and 
have deprecated the loſs. of it, as a moſt 

fatal blow to their ee exiſtence. 


35 


9265 The . ane n Coloniſt in- 
diſpenſably ſtands in need of, are flour, 
biſcuit, Indian corn, rice, beans, peas, 
potatoes, ſalt beef, pork, cheeſe, butter, | 
beer, cod and other kinds of falt fiſh, 
whale oil, candles, tallow, ſoa ap, 55 


5 bacco, naval ſtores, horſes, poultry, live 
5 cattle, bar iron, building wood of all 
kinds, frames of houſes, m maſts, ſpars, 
; e hogſhead 


1 


hogſhead ſtaves, heading, mines, plank 
both pine and oak, &c. 


The United States can, not only abun- 


dantly, and at all times, ſupply theſe. 


articles, but can fornith them on far 
more moderate terms, than they can be 


imported from Europe. 


Experience has proved, that no food 
is ſo cheap and nouriſhing to the ſlaves 
as Indian corn, of which there muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be a regular and frequent ſup- 
ply, as it will not keep but a ſhort time, 
expoſed to the extreme warmth of the 
climate. Small veſſels are generally em- 
ployed in furniſhing theſe ſupplies, as 
well as live ſtock and other articles of 


proviſions, which could not afford to na- 


vigate with cargoes of ſuch little value, 
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if it, was not for the quickneſs of the 
voyage, and the certainty. of 2 return 
freight of Weſt. India produce. "Theſe 85 
are not objects of ſufficient importance : 


. 1 | for European veſſels ; for large quantities 
would frequently overſtock the market, 5 
and conſequently be expoſed to periſh | in 
the hands of the hh po 


1 85 But there are : particular times when 
L 0 dependance of the Weſt Indies on the 
x United | States, is more pointedly obſer- 


vable. : After a hurricane, that 3 


and tremendous convulſion of nature, that 
fo frequently happens in the tropical cli- 
EE mates, that levels with the ground all 
the buildings and improvements of A 
plantation, deſtroys the proviſions, and ex- 

hibits throughout the whole country, the 


Rs wildeſt marks of ruin and devaſtation : : 
. ! Where 


F 
Where 1s its affrighted 8 to look : 
for ſuccour and aſſiſtance ? How is he to 


repair his loſſes, . and effectu- : 
ally ? 


He muſt give himſelf up to deſpair, if 
his only reliance is on European ſupplies ; - 
but he feels a conſolation when he conſi- 
ders his vicinity to America, which, 
though but a foſter mother, acting like a. 

natural parent, flies to his relief. : 

After theſe terrible calamities, which 
have threatened all the e of famine, 
he has often found, froin experience, that 
the has poured in ſuch abundance, as ta 
have reduced the prices of proviſions, 
much lower than they even were e 
to his misfortunes, 
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preſents are founded on the broad baſis of 
reciprocal intereſts, and a mutual ex- 
change of neceſſary commodities. Rn 


( 12 y 
The advantages which this commerce 


ſupplies they furniſh the iſlands, will re- 
ceive their productions, ſeveral of which, 


nited States, in return for the 


as rum and molaſſes, may be called the ex- 
creſcencies of their exports, and without 
recourſe to American conſumption, would 
be in very feeble demand for the European - 
market. 


But ſhould no encouragement be given 
to the planter, to aid the natural vigor 
of the ſoil, by the facility with which he 
may procure his provifions; ; and ſhould 
the iſlands be deprived” of the advantages 
which their local fituation affords, by 
having 


| having the channel through which their 
_ ſupplies are to be procured, ſtopped up, or 
confined in too narrow bounds, they will 
not only individually ſuffer, by being of- 
ten expoſed to a calamitous ſcarcity ; but 
the Mother Country muſt finally be ſen- 
ſible of the pernicious effects of ſuch re- | 
frictions. For the. body politic, like 
the human body, has a ſenſe of feeling, in 
its remoteſt extremities. Nothing ſuffere 
ſingly by itſelf— there « is. a conſent of 
ax parts in the ſyſtem of both, and the par- 
oe tial evil grows into univerſal miſchief.” 


F or-in an exact ratio, with the rate of 


proviſions, and other neceſſaries of life, 
will the demand for labor keep pace, and 
the price of Weſt India produce, and its 
relative quantity, will riſe or fall by theſe 


proportions. of he planter conſequently | 


cannot afford his productions ſo low, as to 
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be placed in competition with the French | 
at a foreign market, except he procures 
his neceſſaries on the beſt of terms. | 


* 


On the contrary, ſhould the Colonies | 
flouriſh under a State of eaſe and. plenty, a 
the Mother Country will be proportiona- 
bly benefited; for i it is an invariable rule in 

commercial polity, _ that riches always : 

centre in the Metropolis; their diffufive 5 
8 influence may be compared to the circu- 
lation of the blood, which is diſperſed- 
over the whole ſyſtem, but always returns 
back to the heart, the ſeat of life, and is 
only ſent back by new f Pius.” 


Should therefore this monopolizing 
fpirit, which i is a mockery on the induſtry 
of a country, give way to more liberal ideas, 


the active ſtimulus of the planter will no 


longer 


15 3 
8 be A By being furniſhed 
with. neceſſaries on more moderate and 

_ eaſy. terms, he will employ leſs of his re- 

venue, to defray the expences of his eſtate; 

he will conſequently have a reſidue left 

to appropriate to the extenſion of his ſet · 
tlements, clearing and breaking up new 
grounds, which when brought into cul- 

ture, will furniſh additional quantities of 

produce, to | fupply the increafing bac 


mand. 


In the courſe of attaining theſe profits 
to the planter, the State will greatly be- 
nefit, in an increaſe of her. revenues, by 
the duties laid on the ſurplus quantity of 
produce ; by the employment of a more 
extenſive commerce and navigation, which 
muſt keep pace with the improving con- 
dition of her iſlands; and by fixing the 
ballance 
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42 Another Sraatiage of conſpicuous cha- 
racter offers itſelf ; which is, the increa- 
 fing conſumption of manufactures, which 
improving eſtabliſhments naturally occa- 
fion; and an increaſe of manufactures, 


* 


is always accompanied by a proportional 
inereaſe of e 


Moulded by habit to a 5 Ne mode 


of thinking in regard to the commercial 
legiſlation of the lands, I know it will 


be difficult, and will require every effort 


of ſound reaſoning, to break through the 
ſyſtem of prohibitory laws, eſtabliſhed by 
the Britiſh Government. But, when an ins 


ereaſe of population and of revenue, pro- 
* opulence and ſtrength, are to be 


derived 


r rep rr 


1 
derived from the effects of abanavc..... 
this jealous ſelf- obſtructing policy; it is 
to be expected, that the ſpirit of ſuch con- 
tracted eſtabliſhments will not be invete- 
rate, and on mature conſideration, will no 
longer. be adhered to. »Y 
ut it is aſſerted by Lord Sheffield, that 
regular {applies of proviſions and neceſ- 
faries may, with proper encouragement, 
be obtained ſrom the remainder of the 
-Britiſh Colonies on the continent. 
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Theſe viſionary ſuggeſtions are almoſt 
too ludicrous to be combated, and ſeem 
intended as a political artifice; to blind 
the eyes of the too credulous people, and 
deceive them into a belief, that their re- 

; maining territories in America are of con- 


fiderable value. 
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1. i en We that the intenſeneſs_ 
of the climate of Canada, with the diffi- 


culty of i its navigation, will ſcarcely admit | 
of more than one voyage in the year to 


the Weſt Indies, which require a e 8 
and continued luppiy of proviſions. 
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"Ks for the inhoſpitable regions of Nova . 
ef it will be matter of wonder, and a 
ſolace to humanity, if by the unceaſing 
induſtry of its inhabitants, it will be able 
it 10 produce a ſufficiency, for their ſuſten- 
ance and ſupport. 8 
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The United States muſt therefore con- ; 
tinue to be, what they always have been, 
the granary of the Britiſh Welt Indies; 
and if direct importations into them are 

. not admitted of, recourſe will be had to 
indirect ſupplies, through the medium of 
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the neutral iſlands. All the: additional 


expence of this circuitous route, incurred 


for charges of double inſurance, freight, 
commiſſion, &c. will fall on the Colo- 
niſt, as the conſumer, without very ma- 
terially i injuring the American merchant, 
who will naturally inſure to himſelf a fa. 
ving Profit on his exports. | 


Beſides, the Britiſh Government muſt 
. eſtabliſh a number of guarda coſtas, well 
armed and appointed, to prevent the lan- 
deſtine trade that will immediately com- 


mence betwixt the United States and their 


iſlands. A trade, that will find a ſupport 
and protection, in every planter of the 
country, whoſe intereſt will be ſo imme- 
_ diately connected with its encouragement, 
will not eaſily be ſuppreſſed. 
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7 Even-under the vigorous authority of 
military government in the French Weſt 

Indies, not all the weight of power, ex- 
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erted for the purpoſe, could formerly pre- 
vent this ſpecies of traffic; much Teſs 
can it be expected to ſucceed, where the 
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(keins of government are relatively ſo re- 
„ | 
| laxed, as in the hands of the Britiſh Go- 

1 ) 1 


| . n Great Britain 15 fm 6 
i | "Fara dear-bought experience, impreſſed i in 
1 ſuch ſtrong characters, as not to be ſoon 5 
and eaſily effaced, that © the true art of 
- ** governing is not to govern too much; 
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152 how difficult it is to rule a people by 
laws, that it is their intereſt to Went, and 
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| going Fe as , "gp is after ted fo 1 
I Sheffield, and what is much more ſtrange, 
that people are ſo infatuated as to believe, 
that notwithſtanding the abſolute prohibi- 
tion on the part of Great Britain, of ad- 
miſſion of American veſſels into het 


illands, ſtill that the United States will 


open their ports to Britiſh ſhipping, and 
freely indulge them with the A 00 


ie off their produce. fl 


But a 1 have a poor opinion of the 
force of his own arguments, which he 
has ſo abundantly furniſhed to Great Bri- 
tain, in favour of this ſelfiſh ſyſtem of 
monopolizing the carrying trade, if he 
does not believe, that they will operate fo 
: effectually on the minds of the Americans, 
as to induce them, deprived of an equali- 


Zation 


. 221 
21105 of 7 to adopt the ſame . i 
admitting that their ſagacious · clear - ſight- 
ed politicians had not TOTP Nee 
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His premiſes therefore are not admif- 
 fible—the idea they convey i is an inſult on 
common 8 
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5 expected, that 3 in forming an eſtimate 
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of the American character, the Engliſh 
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had been fully perſuaded, from a view of 
the progreſs of their political affairs, tha 
they were conducted by a people who ſel · 
dom have fo widely wandered from thei 


intereſts. 


Habituated to the reſiſtance of every 
oppreſſive meaſure, more vigilant over 
their national concerns, more intent on 
Bon | 1 | Con- 


"TO. ; 

connecting the . of politics, with 
the elements of commerce, as forming the 
moſt important object of the ſtateſman's 
attention than perhaps any other nation 
exiſting, is it to be expected, they will 
acquieſce in a ſyſtem, ſo derogatory to 
the honor, degrading to the ſpirit, and 
injurious to the intereſts. of a great peo- 


ple? 


A moment's reflection muſt convince 
every diſpaſſionate enquirer, that our legi- 
ſlators are better guardians of the public 
concerns, than to ſubmit to ſo pernicious 
an intercourſe; eſpecially, when it is con- 
ſidered, that they are ſelected from thoſe, 
who are the beſt verſed in the intereſts of 
the States, as relative to thoſe of other 
commercial powers, and who will em- 
| brace every advantage that nature has 


7 | given, 


5 24 35 
given, or art can x procure, to the i improve- 
oy” roof, 18 ; 


He 5 bott to cheriſh the delu- 
five idea, but I will tell him in prophetic 
- language, what will wy the e | 


* 
4 


Apis Seb, Note ede ef bomimen ba- 
ger, and common intereſt, will more cloſe- 
Iy unite together, and form one general 
ſyſtem of excluſive navigation, in regard : 
to Great Britain, eſtabliſhed on clear, equal 
and determinate principles of commereial i 
retaliation, Which will rapidly pervade 
the Whole Union. Already has a generous | 


competition began to take place, betwixt 
them, which ſhall moſt cheerfully adopt, 
and carry into effect, thoſe wiſe and ſalu- 
tary meaſures, recommended by the grand 
"evuoctl * the country, in order to make 
e : their 


Gen 


their federal. union reſ be and the 
Vnited States, as proſperous in Peace, as | 
they have been glorious in War. 
I acknowledge, that ſuch public ſpi- 
rited arrangements will, for a time, ex- 
pole ſome of the States, to temporary 
inconvenience and diſtreſs; but after all 
| the ſacrifices they have already made, 
will it be ſurprifing that they ſhould ex- | 
ert this ſelf-denyin g virtue; eſpecially, 
as it will eventually become one of the 
greateſt ſources of their future wealth and. 
: W 


Such prohibitions, therefore, on, the 
part of Great Britain, will operate like a 
charm throughout the country; they 
will act like a ſpur on the induſtry of the 
inhabitants, and compel them to turn 

E their 


© 26 V. 
| their Amention ore ae to the 
donſtruction of ſhips, and the increaſe of 
their ſeamen. The eaſtern and middle 
States, which from circumſtances of local i 
ſituation and character, are more pecu- 
liarly calculated for theſe purpoſes, will, 
by vigorous exertion, by great and in- 
creaſing encouragement, in a ſhort time, 
be enabled to furniſh a ſufficient ſupply. 
Many of their a trading inhabitants will 
be induced to reſide in, and become citi- 
rens of the ſouthern States, and form 
; eſtabliſhments. therein, i in order to devote 
themſelves to the buſineſs of. furniſhing 


the neceſſary ſhipping, for the anſparta- 
tion of their wann e | 


Such nas, fortunately combi- 
ning in favor of the general intereſt of the 


republic 


cm) 


| Arbe will operate as a bond of ü union 
amongſt them, by occaſioning their re- 


ſpet ive citizens to continue to mix free- 


I, and intimately together. 


nd by making them mutually dependent 
on each other for reeiprocal ſervices, will di- 
_ volt then ofen attachments, and will ir- 
reſiſtibly impel them to become friends, to 
the rights and intereſts of confederated A- 
merica. For as the propagation of mankind 
depends on the in tercourſe of perſons of 
different ſexes, ſo do political connections 
thiive'only betwixt ſuch countries, as ſur- 
niſii different materials for their mutual 
exchange, and who ſoon become, from a 
ſenſe of each others wants, mutaally en- 
-deared to each other. Yet this ſhrewd poli- 
tic lan infers, that the States will oppoſe each 
e becauſe tlieir ſtaples and their cli- 
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of that political maxim, that intereſt 
5 unites, from the fame cauſe that it divides. 


vs 
. ** 1 
. * 


Therefore this felßch Arrangubent which 
appears to predominate in the Britiſh C: 
f binet, and which is ſu ppoſed to be an 
emanation from the ſame ill-fated | ſtar, 
which in your political ſyſtem has been ſo 

long looked up to as your polar direction, 

will eventually become a great ad vantage 
to the United States; for I am well con- 
vinced, that they never will arrive to any 


eminence as a naval power, until their 

inhabitants are reduced to the neceſſity N 
being the excluſive carriers of their on 
prod uctions, thereby encouraging mer- 
cantile navigation, ſo as to make it become 


* 5 1 * r ow * or 
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a nurſery of ſeamen. I ſay forced, for the 
| Sema of Lord Sheffield, that our veſ- 
| 5 85 e l 


( 29 5 
ſels navigate cheaper than thoſe of Gen 


Britain, is not founded on fact; for when 
their ſpeedy decay, comparatively with 


thoſe of the Britiſh, with the ſcarcity of 


ſeamen, the much higher price of wages, 

and the neceſſity of importing moſt of the 
building materials from Europe, are taken 

into conſideration, it will clearly be infer- 

red, that the latter can afford their freights, 

at a much eaſier rate. 

: But 8 rel States be com- 
pelled to adopt a navigation act, the pro- 
ſpect will then change, the demands for 


i ſeamen will greatly increaſe, their wages 


will be encouraging, and it will not be 
poſſible to prevent their paſſing into the 
| American ſervice; for this claſs of people, 


as wavering and inconſtant as the element 


that wafts them, are attached to change 


* 
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of climate, and are eafily allured by the 
Payer” of n ' * ages, 4 or kinder trhats 
VVV'lIXXu, 


it muſt be 2 evident, that the fears 
of our competiton in the carrying trade 
of the Welt Indies, are entirely groundleſs. 
Beſides, it is not probable that the Ame- 
ricans will ſeek in foreign countries for 
freights, when they have not perhaps 
| above. one fourth part of the neceſſary 
ſhipping to ſupply their own demands, 
for tranſporting their produce to mar- 
ket: 45 How abſurd and contradictory 
then, are Lord Sheffield's apprehenſions! 
for it is, from a preſumption of their 
 ſearcity of ſhipping, that he affirms that 
. the Americans will not refuſe their pro- 
- duce to the offers of Britiſh veſſels ; : he 


acknow- 


Gn) 
n likewiſe, that the Fredich 
underſell the Britiſh. ſugars at foreign 
markets; there can conſequently be but 
little danger of the Americans being 
deſirous of carrying them to toreign 
ports; for where will be the inducement? 


In arguing againſt this ſelfiſh con- 
tracted ſyſtem, founded on extreme cupi- | 
dity, and in favour of a free unreſtrained 
commerce betwixt the two countries, 


I have no view of conſulting the advan- 
tages of the United States, to the exclu- 
ſion of thoſe of Great Britain, 


1 knaw it would 1 folly to expect that 
the would make ſacrifices of her intel 


to accommodate the views of the Ameri- 
- can. | 


PI TY 


1 1 it ſo NEE that ſ che cannot . x 
15 <> United States with an indulgence, for 
which they. are not able to furniſh more 

than 2 Ret W. th 


| It is expedient however to examine ſtil} 
More fully, what the grand leading argu- 
ment that Lord Sheffield adduces in favour 

of the neceſlity of totally excluding them 


from a participation in the Britiſh Weſt 
India trade, amounts to. He is fearful 
that they will thereby become the car- 
riers of the produce of the iſlands to the 
place of its confumption, which will create 
an interference of foreign veſſels, thereby 
leſſening the number of ſeamen, and con- 
ſequently the naval force of the country. 


But, if in addition to all that I have al- 
ac faid, I anſwer, at in return for 
this 


Fe 


| this zecummodation. which he may call in- 
dulgent, but which I haye clearly evinced 
to be the intereſt of Great Brita. conſult- 

ing the Welker of her Wendt 18 to grant. 


1 fay, if in return for this nn 
nion, her ſubje&s may be admitted to a 
free ingreſs and egreſs to and from the ports 
of the United States; ;— What reply will 
the advocates for this ſyſtem make ?--What 
will become of Lord Sheffield's reaſoning, 
When weighed in the ſcale of comparative 
proportion I only wiſh them to com- 
prehend the magnitude of the advantage. 
Men of weak or limited underſtandings, 
will be incapable of extending their ideas, 
ſo as to embrace the vaſt field it opens to 
an e 8 mind. 


in ce ben Pe thay will net idly 
a deny, that the productions of the United 
States, to the tranſportation of which, from 
„„ E 1 
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T « 44). 
h peopeted arrangement, they are freely 
to be admitted, will furniſh twice the quan- 


| tity of- bulky materials, that the exports. 


of the Weſt_Indies do, and will conſequent= 
1 employ twice the quantity of ſhipping. 


—To ſtamp conviction in regard to the 


truth of this aſſertion, let them take a 
view of the rice, indigo, and lumber of 
Georgia and South Carolina be naval 
ſtores, lumber, and tobacco of North Ca- 


rolina the tobacco, wheat; Indian corn, 
&c. of Virginia and Maryland ; the flour, 


lumber, corn, and various proviſions. of 
Pennſylvania, Delaware, Jerſey, and Row 
York ;—the fiſh, lumber, live ſtock, Kc. 


| of the New England © States. | 


Ain this fat, to be aſcertained _ 
ſatisfactory preciſion, will it not be confeſſ- 
ed, that an arrangement, by Which both 
countries are ITY admitted to a partici- 


3 
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pation ap each Stier 8 118885 will be hig = 


ee e to > Great Britain, 8 


1 his is a oofirlon; as cleapies any mathe- 
- matical axiom. — Beſides, the advantages 
of Great Britain may be deemed increa- 
ing, as the exportation of the bulky pro- 
duce of the United States, (in which her 


veſſels will be employed) will augment, in 


proportion to the population off the coun- 


try ;--a population, that will probably be pro- 
ductive beyond all examples of former ages, 
eee like the ſeeds of the e harveſt, 


590 Whereas, te ae there is but little 
room for extenſion of improvement ;-=-0n 


this point her moſt ſanguine friendy would 
won nt Nig _ fixed and OP: 


But Lord Sheffield argues, "aha it nol 
FR folly to grant the Americans, any Par- 
ticular privileges and conceſſions, as the 


F 2 . treaties 


— 2 n 7 2 be —_— e 
e SY eee - 5 * 
002% oe eee ht eee 2 * ME 
. - 4 . * — _ —_—_— —_ 


FEE ̃ . A et of 


3 
1 
. : 
7 
* 
bY 
* 
Þ 
1 
3 
? 
: 
| 
; 5 
1 
14 
- 


7 pO #0 


1 36 1 
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+. treaties with. France, and the United Pro- 


vinces, in direct terms forbid the Britiſh 
being put on a better footing than 20 in- 


W of 1 countries. P 


2 The e MY Ss a 
ſtrangely perverted, —or his deſign muſt 


evidently. be to delude the publie mind, by 


giving ſo falſe "Y conſtruction tb this _ 


the tears, _ . e 


"Can, it > he. es” on the en 


1 common ſenſe, that, if the Freneh and 


Dutch exclude the Americans from a ſhare 


+; theit Weſt India tratle; the United 


States will grant to the inhabitants of thoſe 


cor ntries, the ſame free admiſſion into their 
ports, as to thoſe of Great Britain, who may 
permit an unreſtrained participation in their 


commerce? In every contract, there is a 
quid pro quo,—openly expreſſed; or tacitly 


implied ;—and it is not to be * that 
the 


the mbſt favoured addin: can e a bes 
nefit;. without e a reeiprocal re- 
turn it is contrary to the avowed 
policy of nations, which, it is well under- 
ſtood, is e on the bread Ain of in- 


1 bs {Ih ad. will t tend to 88 | 
the hopes of Ruſſia, who. cannot, like the 
United States, give an equitable equiva- 


| lent to. Great Britain, in return for ſuch 5 


France has hitherto, invariably, by her 
own internal reſources, ſupplied her iſlands 


abundantly, with many of the neceſſaries 
they ſtand in need of, and i 18 Ralls in a capa- - 


city to do the ſame. 


With e to other Auel (the pro- 
duce of the United States,) that do not inter- 


. fere with her own exports, the has given free 
admiſſion 
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ig e to them all into her Welt India 

ee oh * | 
: Britiſh hitherto have exchiſively: Propeſod, 
| ſhe has ceded particular diſtricts in her 


and in order to gain the 
ages of the rum trade, which the 


iſlands, for the - acedmrr odation of the 


| Americans, who may chuſe to erect diſ- 
tilleries thereon, which, for' their great en- 
1 couragement, are to be ex mp 


from taxes, 


for à certain number of years. ere : 


never more eminently diſplayed, Wir u 
this meaſure *, 
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The aſtoniſhed bn, 1. viewing the 
reſpective arrangements of the two coun 
tries, will wonder Where the Genius of 
Britain, ſo famed for her commercial 
knowledge, has retired. 


2 Hog Pos of the Genera of Mariaico, pub 
Aſked 3 in the Public Advertiſer. bat) 


Aker 


0390 
After having already Wee 22" appear 
that it is the intereſt of Great Britain 
(independent of all other conſiderations) to 
adopt the plan of an open communication 
between the iſlands and the United States, and 
that it is in the power of the latter to grant 
more than they receive; I will now have 
recourſe to an argument, that perhaps will 
have a ſalutary effect on thoſe, who are the 
moſt, difficult to be perſuaded ;——I mean, 
the relative ſituation: of the two countries, 
which makes it the intereſt of Great Bri- 
tain, more than that of any other Euro- 
pean power, to be pointedly connected 
with che American States. 


Let a moment's attention be paid to this 
ſabje&, and let the inference be _y and 
| CERN drawn. 


Great We by the ſuperior ill and 
induſtry of her inhabitants, and ſome ad- 
, ventitious 
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ir ptr to a degree of per- 


on and. cheapneſs, which no an 
in en * cba . 


jering 0 inferior os >; her 


population, compared with ſome of her 


rival nations, and the very limited 


| of her territory, it muſt be conſeſſed, chat * 
conſiderable part af her revenues, to ſup- 
port the immenſe load of debt ſhe has in- 
from the induſtry of 1 


mult b > drawn from this ſource 
ler people. | 


The United States at preſent offer three 
millions of inhabitants, rapidly increaſing 
in numbers, all of whom conſume more 
or leſs of Britiſh manufactures, — the pro- 


ductions of art and induſtry in return 


for which, they give the raw materials,. — 


the produce of ture in their native 
ſtate. 5 F 


How 


19 9 


( 4x ) 


How infatuated muſt the councils of 


your country be, which could tend but for 


a moment, to diſturb ſo beneficial an in- 
tercourſe ;. or ſuſpend: the ſweets St; ſo. 
lucrative a commerce 1 | | 


The United States have as yet laid no 
impoſitions on the importation of Britiſh 


manufactures, that can have any e 


to reſtrain the conſumption of them; 
and many reaſons of conſpicuous weight | 


and importance continually offer, in fa- 


vour of eſtabliſhing - ſuch duties; ; 
for by operating as a ſumptuary law, ſuch 
a meaſure would be of conſiderable ſer- 


vice to a young country, by repreſſing the 
deſire of foreign luxuries, which have al- 
ready been poured into America, in ſuch 


abundance, that the States begin to ſuffer, 
from not having ſufficient produce to remitin 
payment; — which turns the balance of 
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| reſtrict ions wiſely impoſe, „ 
eee tpicit of jaduſtry 
| amongſt. the people, . to. aim at ſim he 
improvements. 


trade greatly againſt them.— Beſides, ſuch 


tend to ſti- 


But ſhould the impolitic nder of 
Gi Britain precipitate the adoption of 


this meaſure by the reſpective States, where 
Eo her growing reſources to counteract 
the effects of this failure of internal in- 
duſtry : for it is univerſally agreed, that 
no country is more dependent on foreign 


demand, for the ſuperfluous produce of 
art and induſtry ;—and that the luxury and 


extravagance of her inhabitants, have 
already advanced to the ultimate point of 


abuſe, and cannot be ſo increaſed, as to 
augment the home couſumption, in pro- 


portion to the decreaſe that will take place 
on a POOR of foreign trade, - 


"ON 


What 


(4) 


What then will become of all thoſe uſe-: 


ful hands, that were eee in ſupplying | 
the A OI? 


1 pins uf the cries of ſuffering thouſands, 
at the time of the non-importation agree- 
ment ; ;—theſe people, in their own de- 
fence, WAL emigrate. to America. 


Such a Hitem 5 conduct perſevered 
in, will operate in favour of the United 
States, as effectually, as the revocation of 
the edict of Nantes did in behalf of the 
proteſtant countries of Europe ;—by holding 
up America, as the moſt deſirable refuge 


for the property, arts, and manufactures | 
of Great Britain to retire, to; —a country, 


where civil and religious liberty are up- 
held in all their purity, —where, by the 
exertion of a few years of honeſt induſtry, 
an | emigrant is morally ſure, of being ur- 


G 2 niſhed 


i: wich: > ON means of + ona an 
independent freeholder; Fey country, that 
has laid no impolitic reſtraints on natu- 
ralization ;—Wwhoſe yoke is eaſy, and whoſe 
burthen's light; ; and which indulgently 
holds out its arms for the reception of the 
weary and heavy laden of all nations = : 
and which, notwithſtanding the attempts of 
Great Britain to enſlave it, would generouſly f 
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offer an aſylum for her perſecuted ſons, 
Who, impreſſed with a ſenſe of gratitude, 
« may bluſh to think their | fathers | were 
« © its foes.” "4 | ” 
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But Lord Sheffield exultingly advances, 
that the Americans cannot forego the Britiſh 
manufactures ; ;—and that fo far from the 
neceſſity of courting their cuſtom, not all 

| the interdicts of Congreſs, and of the ſeve- 
ral States, during the war, couſe prevent 
their Faſarpprjans 
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To deduce important in Kirsten from 
ſuch faulty premiſes, would be * leaning 
e on a broken reed. There may be at 
preſent ſome partiality in the States, for 
Britiſh manufactures yet this predilection 
ariſes from cradle prejudices, and has greatly 
decreaſed during the war ;—and it would 
| be unwiſe in Great Britain to place any 
reliance on a continuation of it: — for the 
manufactures of other countries, if 'equally' 
good, and afforded cheaper, will, by a 
continued competition, be eventually pre- 
ferred ; eſpecially, as there will be a con- 
ſtant ſucceſſion of emigrants from different 
parts of Europe, who have no decided 
preference in favour of the faſhion er qua- 
lity of Britiſh manufactures, and who, by 
mixing with the maſs of the people, will 
gradually effect a change in their taſte. — 
Already do the Americans begin to com- 
plain, that the Britiſh manufactures are 
| lighted, 


«> <0) 


ſighted, and inferior in quality to ir 
uſual. ſtandard and it is well known, 
that many of the coarſe kinds of ſtuffs, 
made at Norwich, Coventry, Spitalfields, and 
other factories, are ſhamefully deficient in 
5 length, whilſt the Dutch, Flemiſh, and 


French, uſually give a generous ſurplus i in 


their meaſures. Do 


3 
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were founded on truth, What * be 
the conduct 10 Great Britain: * 


12 Surely no /xivcumiſtance can be irs fa- 
vourable to the aggrandizing a nation of 
induſtry, than the poſſeſſion of a foreign 
trade with a country, which does not ſup- 
ply its own wants, and in which, the con- 


ſumers of manufactures, that ſhe furniſhes, 
are e continually increaſing. 


3 


Sur 


| by prohibiting the ſale of American veſſels ; 


Ca} 
Surrounded by rival nations, whoſe in- 
tereſts are oppoſed to hers, does ſhe con- 


fider the duties that ariſe out of ſuch a con- 


nection ? They ſhould prompt her to faci- 
litate, by every method in her power, the 
means of making remittances, in return 
for the manufaQures ſhe furniſhed ;---not 


which are ſent to England for the pay; 
ment of Britiſh debts;---by opening her 

ports for the importation of American 
produce free of duty ;—not by laying ſuch 


heavy impoſitions thereon, as to oblige the 


merchant to ſeek a more friendly market; — 


and by cultivating an intercourſe, pointed- 


ly intimate, with that country; for this 
is the vernal ſeaſon, when the ſeeds of 
future connection and intimacy with Ame- 
rica are to be ſown and cultivated jJ— 


not by ſhowing evident marks of pleaſure 


and 
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and ſatisfaction at every fabricated account 
of the diſtreſſes of America. 


It would be unneceſlary to follow Lord 
Sheffield through the tedious detail of ar- 
ticles that he has enumerated, as conſtitut- 
ing the wants of the Americans, the great- 
eſt part of which, he aſſerts, they maſt 

abſolutely procure from En gland ;- 
the fallacy of this account can only be dic 
Covered by a. perſon who i is acquainted with 
the nature of the American trade, and the 
relative quality and price of foreign ma- 
nufactures. 


To oppoſe aſſertion to aſſertion, would 
not be ſufficient to operate conviction on 
the public mind; but ſurely, one who 
can ſeriouſly place the articles of ſilk, laces, 
and falt, amongſt the number of thoſe, 
which Great Britain can enter into compe- 

tition 


his own country. 


( 49.) 
tition with other countries, in ſupplying 


America with 


» Mult either be very igno- 


On a fair and cündid conſideration of the 
foregoing reflections, I think you will be 
perſuaded, that the beautiful proſpect that 


Lord Sheffield has painted. to the eyes ot 


his enraptured countrymen, of the increaſ- 


ing conſequence of Great Britain, from his 


_ pleaſing Arcadian plans, will, without great 


care taken to prevent it, and by purſuing 


a ſyſtem diametrically oppoſite to what he 


has formed, diſappear, like the dancing 
viſion of a miſty evening. | 


He reaſons, as if the trade of America 
muſt irreſiſtibly be confined to its former 


channel; whereas I can aſſure him, that, 


freed from the controul of your Navigation 


Act, and all the fetters of commercial re- 
RH: ; 
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— it will expand itſelf, as far as ſeas 


can carry, or winds c can waft it. 


* 


Ile forgets ; the energy of this young 
Country, that he is devoting to ſuch humi- 
liating reſtrictions z — he forgets, that it 
exhibited, whilſt in its cradle, ſuch marks 
of firmneſs and vigor of conſtitution, as, 


like young Hercules, to cruſh the kerpent 
that wantonl: 7 attacked it. 


He does not recollect, Wa it is in the 
power of the United States (if provoked 
to it) to have recourſe to recrimination and 
mutually ill offices, and to eſtabliſh -eftric= 
tions ſimilar to thoſe Great Britain may 
impoſe, which will be relatively far more 


prejudicial to her trade and commerce. 


8 impar tal diſpaſſionate Englimman, 
| fully weighing the reaſons alledged againſt 
Wn the 


iſt 


he 
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the adoption of Lord Sheffield's reſtraining 
ſyſtem, and cordially attached to the inte- 


reſts of Great Britain, will deprecate the 


fatal mieaſure. 


An American, in the ſame temper of 
mind, looking forward to the future proſ- 
perity and power of his country, and con- 
templating the tendency of this ſyſtem to- 
wards ſtrengthening the union of the States, 
and making it indiſſoluble, will not heſi- 
tate to acquieſce without a murmur, to the 
exiſtence of theſe. reſtraining regulations: 
the only objections that can ariſe, will come 
from thoſe, who, too attentive to tempo- 


rary inconveniences, do not conſider and 


_ contraſt them, with the many advantages 
their country will eventually derive ;—who 


do not conſider, that the more trade and in- 
tercourſe the United States will have with 
Great Britain, the greater will be the im- 


por tation 


— r n 
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pottation Wo Britich W and the 


r r 


more it will tend to impoveriſh and weaken 3 
them, and in the ſame. proportion, con- 
eee to her aggrandizement a and 1 3 
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